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and poetry, curiosity may be noticed to 
take the lead, when men come to art and 
poetry with a deep thirst for intellectual 
excitement, after a long ennui, or in reac- 
tion against the strain of outward, practi- 
cal things." I want those who represent 
learning and librarianship to welcome such 
an outbreak of the spirit with sympathy 
and understanding. I want them to be a 
selected and articulate class fit for high 
leadership in their chosen activities and 
possessing an intellectual and social pres- 
tige everywhere recognized and respected. 
I want them to be men who, in the words 
of H. G. Wells, "will have the knowledge, 
nerve and courage to do splendid, danger- 
ous things." I want them to be upholders 
of qualitative rather than quantitative 
standards. I want them to be brave defend- 
ers of ideas and ideals rather than dumb 
servants of men and forces whose god is 
materialism. 

"Two things only," it has been said, "are 
assured of immortality; ideas and monu- 
ments." For which of these would we pre- 
fer to have our age and country memora- 
ble? The ideas of the Greeks are still as 
vital and active as the properties of ra- 
dium; the monuments dl Mesopotamia 
exist, but are buried beneath the sands of 
the desert. Which are we to be, Greeks 
or Mesopotamians ? 

President ANDERSON: The Program 
committee felt that there might be too 
much airy persiflage in the programs 
for the general sessions, and cast about 
for someone to sound the serious note. 
Of course it did not take us long to light 
upon the next speaker as the proper one 
to strike the note of seriousness and 
solemnity. She is a great reader of novels, 
and a discriminating reader. She has, I 
understand, gleaned some choice selections 
from some of her favorite authors, with 
which she proposes to edify us. She 
is so well known to all of you that I 
simply present Miss AGNES VAN VAL- 
KENBURGH, of New York. 

Miss Van Valkenburgh then amused and 
edified her audience by a selection of 



"Readings from recent Action," choosing 
three of the recent "best sellers" as the 
subjects of her kindly wit and irony. 

The secretary then read the report of 
the Committee on resolutions. 

REPORT OF COMMITTEE ON RESOLU- 
TIONS 

The Committee on resolutions beg leave 
to recommend the adoption of the follow- 
ing minute, to be spread upon the rec- 
ords of the Association, copies to be for- 
warded to the several bodies and persons 
therein mentioned: 

RESOLVED, That the heartiest thanks 
of the American Library Association be, 
and are hereby tendered: 

To the librarian of Congress, for the 
gracious welcome to the national capital 
extended by him to this Association at 
the first session of the present conference; 
for opening to inspection the beautiful 
structure under his control, and for num- 
berless personal courtesies which have 
lent peculiar charm to an occasion which 
will always remain a notable one in the 
annals of the Association. 

To the associates of the librarian on 
the staff of the Library of Congress, who 
have ably and devotedly cooperated with 
their chief in showing treasures, and in 
explaining methods of the great institu- 
tion with which they are connected; and 
to express our deep sense of obligation 
and gratitude to the Library of Congress 
as the national library in fact and spirit, 
if not in name; and to testify to the im- 
measurable service rendered to the libra- 
ries and the library movement of this 
country by the labors and activities un- 
dertaken by that institution for the com- 
mon good. 

To the District of Columbia Library As- 
sociation for most effective aid in all plans 
regarding the conference, and for the de- 
lightful reception on Thursday evening, 
which gave great pleasure to all who could 
attend it. 

To the members of the board of trus- 
tees of the public library of the District 
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of Columbia for devoting a large portion 
of their building to the purposes of the 
interesting and novel exhibition of labor- 
saving devices and library equipment, 
which has proved to be a feature of the 
conference. 

To the Librarian, Dr. George F. Bow- 
erman, and his assistants, for assembling 
and displaying to advantage this exhibit; 
and to all members of the staff of the pub- 
lic library of the District of Columbia for 
many courtesies. 

To Dr. Bowerman and his associates on 
the local entertainment committee, whose 
constant and untiring attention to the in- 
terests and welfare of the visiting mem- 
bers of the Association has contributed 
to the eminent success of this thirty-sixth 
conference. 

To other librarians of the District of 
Columbia for many attentions kindly 
shown to the members of the Association. 

To Dr. J. Franklin Jameson, Mr. John 
Foster Carr, Dr. P. P. Claxton, Mr. H. W. 
Kent, and Miss Leila Mechlin for their in- 
forming and felicitous addresses. 

To the Press of the city of Washington 
for extended and accurate reports of the 
proceedings of the Association. 

To the manager of the New Willard 
Hotel for obliging services freely rendered 
in connection with the conduct of the busi- 
ness of the Association at headquarters. 
(Signed) 
C. H. GOULD, 
W. T. PORTER, 
ELISA M. WILLARD, 

Committee. 

President ANDERSON: I will call for 
a hearty, rising vote for the adoption of 
these resolutions. 

The resolutions were agreed to unani- 
mously. 

The secretary next read the report of 

the tellers of election showing that the 

following officers had been elected: 

REPORT OF THE TELLERS OF 

ELECTION 

President 

H. C. Wellman, Librarian, City Library, 
Springfield, Mass. 



First Vice-President 

W. N. C. Carlton, Librarian, Newberry 
Library, Chicago. 

Second Vice-President 

Mary L. Titcomb, Librarian, Washing- 
ton County Free Library, Hagerstown, Md. 
Members of Executive Board 
(for three years) 

J. T. Jennings, Librarian, Seattle Pub- 
lic Library. 

Mary W. Plummer, Director, Library 
School, New York Public Library. 
Members of the Council 
(for five years) 

Adam Strohm, Librarian, Detroit Pub- 
lic Library. 

W. R. Watson, Chief, Division of Edu- 
cational Extension, New York State Li- 
brary, Albany. 

Corinne Bacon, Librarian, Drexel Insti- 
tute Free Library, Philadelphia. 

Andrew Keogh, Reference Librarian, 
Yale University, New Haven, Conn. 

Effie L. Power, Supervisor Children's 
Work, St. Louis Public Library. 

Trustees of Endowment Fund 
(for three years) 

W. W. Appleton, New York City, 
(for one year) 

M. Taylor Pyne, Trustee, Princeton Uni- 
versity, Princeton, N. J. 

(The president-elect was at this point 
escorted to the platform.) 

President ANDERSON: It must have 
been about 1896 when I first had the 
pleasure of meeting the president-elect. At 
that time I was looking for ideas about 
branch library administration and went 
to Boston for the purpose. Mr. Wellman 
was then supervisor of branches in the 
Boston public library, and I shall never 
forget his courtesies and general helpful- 
ness to me in my visits to the Boston 
branches. It would be embarrassing to 
him if I should tell you in his presence 
my high opinion of him both as a man 
and as a librarian. I think, however, it 
may be interesting to you to recall that 
he graduated at Harvard in 1894 and is 
a member of the Phi Beta Kappa; that he 
was first an assistant in the Boston Athe- 



